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OLE Nepal’s quarterly email newsletter provides current news and information about the organization 
and its activities. OLE Nepal works to provide high quality education for children in Nepal.

Youth Volunteer in Action
Rahul and Subarna spent two months 
in Bajhang, supporting teachers and 
students in discovering the true apti-
tude of technological resources com-
bined within our education system. 
Read more on what they have to share. 

Exploring Digital Library 
More schools are exploring their 
new educational tools to im-
prove the learning abilities of the 
students. Find out which schools 
are now using our digital library 
resources.

What are we planning!
After celebrating the festivities, we 
are again back in action. See what’s 
been planned for next few months.

What’s new in 
E-Pustakalaya!
Our Pustakalaya is growing, 
day by day. Explore more on 
what’s new in E-Pustakalaya.

OLE Nepal at events
Amidst demanding schedule, 
OLE team found some time to 
participate in couple events, 
giving ourselves opportuni-
ties to reach out to people. See 
where we were. 

Header Photo Caption: Students from Arun Jyoti School enthusiastic about their interactive modules.



Youth Volunteers in Action

Laptop based teaching and learning project 
was initiated in Bajhang District by OLE 
Nepal with the support from World Food 

Programme (WFP) and District Education Office. The 
program had commenced in ten schools from January 
2014. We were the second lucky team of volunteers to 
be sent to Bajhang for assisting teachers as well as for 
technical support. The first month of the three-month 
program was spent at the OLE Nepal office where we 
got training on all aspects of the program, while the 
remaining two months were spent at the schools. With 
the pre-planned list of the schools to visit, we started 
our journey to Bajhang. 

The main objective of the visit was to interact with 
teachers, discuss about their difficulties using the lap-
tops and other issues they were facing  since the de-
ployment program. The purpose was also to ensure 
maximum use of the technological and digital resourc-
es made available to them and to solve  various tech-
nical problems and errors. Depending upon the type 
of the schools and support required, we spent between 
three to eight days in each school.

We had divided our sessions into three sections to 
pique the curiosity and interest of  teachers on ex-
ploring the XO laptop and its contents. The first ses-
sion was based on the problems and queries that were 
brought up by teachers on XO laptops and ICT inte-
grated teaching-learning method. The second session 
addressed the lesson plans and its importance which 
included concerns such as, importance of keeping the 
record of their works and their class notes, ideas and 
significance of using reference books and other addi-

tional teaching materials which can be used for more 
effective teaching learning process. Finally, our last ses-
sion focused more on different activities and contents 
of the E-pustakalaya that were helpful for both teach-
ers and students in regards to developing good learn-

ing habits.

During our two-month long stay and visit to ten 
schools, we observed that teachers were very coop-
erative and showed willingness to learn new concepts. 
They were equally interested to know the useful mate-
rials present in our digital library. Our assistance was 
highly welcomed by both teachers and students with 
much excitement. It was reassuring to see students 
get excited about expanding their intellectual abilities 
through the laptops. We were most thrilled to learn 
about the progress that students were 
making which was evident in their 
academic reports. It was very encour-
aging to learn that students and teach-
ers have been practicing laptop-based 
teaching learning approach in day to 
day classes. They were quite comfort-
able with the new tools and resources 
in just the seven months of project im-
plementation.

Looking back at those two months spent in the ten 
program schools and one month at OLE Nepal of-
fice, was an extraordinary experience and a wonderful 
learning opportunity. We got to meet and learn about 
so many people from different backgrounds. Their lan-
guage, lifestyle, culture and their perspectives on life 
were very different from what we had been exposed 
to. This program played a vital role in developing our 
personality and self esteem. Each visit to a new school 
gave us a platform to interact with new faces, which 
we believe helped in garnering our interpersonal skills.  
Unexpected challenges that came our way helped us 

Shree Manakamana Primary School
One of schools in Bajhang visited by our Volunteers

Kids exploring  their XO Laptops

This program played a vital role in  
developing our personality and self esteem.



develop skills to overcome them. Since the ten schools 
were located in different parts of Bajhang with unique 
geographical features, we got to enjoy the diversity. 
Teachers and locals to be very helpful and friendly. 

Our motive was to provide technical 
support and training for the teachers. 
However, in this process of interacting 
and sharing the knowledge, we also 
learned many important lessons of 
life. Experiencing their daily struggles 
made us realise how lucky we were to 
be born and raised in urban part of the 
country. Many dreadful stories shared 

with us about the country’s insurgency period made us 

very sad. Nonetheless, the positive changes and devel-
opment, mainly in the education sector brought a ray 
of hope for a brighter and more prosperous future for 
this region. It was very inspiring to meet and hear the 
first-hand experiences from teachers who had contrib-
uted their whole lives in teaching. We were very happy 
to see their enthusiasm shown towards our digital con-
tents which were to be integrated within their teach-
ings. 

Spending two months in such remote area was not easy, 
but interaction with the children and 
their curious faces still motivates us 
to go back. This volunteering experi-
ence helped us realize the importance 
of establishing camaraderie with peo-
ple across the country and maintain-
ing teamwork in order to fulfil the 
needs of the community. This expe-
rience has further strengthened our 
determination to contribute our time and towards the 
upliftment of those who are less fortunate than us. 

It is not in our hands to solve all the world’s problems. 
However, we can always contribute in making  our 
world a better place to live in.

Rahul Shrestha and Subarna Tandukar

The volunteer program was organized in association to our laptop-based educa-
tion program in the remote Bajhang district in far western Nepal, and is supported 
by the Maitri Trust, a UK-based charity. The volunteers provide hands-on assis-
tance to teachers and schools on using technology in teaching-learning process 
and to guide students and teachers to utilize the resources made available to them. 
More importantly, through this program, volunteers get unique opportunity to 
learn about the application of the technology to enhance primary education while 
gaining invaluable insights to the challenges faced by schools in remote areas. They also get to experience the 
natural and cultural beauty of this area which unfortunately lack many basic facilities including technology.

Visit: http://www.maitritrust.org.uk / for more information

Come join our team ! 
Volunteer Program - A wonderful learning opportunity

Our team is looking to have energetic individuals on board to contribute in the laptop-based 
education program in public primary schools in the Bajhang district of far-western development 

region. With the initial training at OLE and further deployment in Bajhang district, volunteers will 
get a unique opportunity to learn about the application of technology to enhance primary education 

while gaining invaluable insights to the challenges faced by schools in remote areas. 

For more information on the volunteer program and the ways of getting involved with OLE, please 
log on to our website www.olenepal.org/get-involved.

Curious faces of Bajhang

Rahul Shrestha

Subrana Tandukar



The following is the overview of the topics covered in the training.
Duration Topics   
Day 1  E-Pustakalaya orientation 
   Basic computer networking
Day 2  Technical skills required to set up 
   school network with E-Pustakalaya   
   server 
   l Cable crimping
   l School network topology
   l Basics on IP Addressing
   l Wireless Router Configuration
Day 3  l E-Pustakalaya maintenance and support
   l Installation of additional software 
   l Configuration of power backup system
Day 4  l Improved pedagogical practices using 
    E-Pustakalaya
   l Integrating E-Pustakalaya in daily 
    teaching-learning process

Preparing E-Pustakalaya ambassadors.
OLE Nepal conducted a four-day training with the aim 
to build a pool of  E-Pustakalaya promoters who can im-
plement the digital library program independently. OLE 
Nepal has always believed in promoting the concept of 
digital library through various mediums and hence, this 
was another good step towards it. 

Nepal Library Foundation (NLF) has been our impor-
tant partner in the past and with their recommenda-

tion the training program was 
successfully held at OLE Nepal 
from September 2 to 5. The 
nine participants came from 
various districts, such as Parbat, 

Baglung, Udaypur, Chitwan and Dhangadi. The train-
ing covered different technical features of setting up 
school network, computer network and its configura-
tion. However, the most important aspect of the train-
ing was the pedagogical aspect of the integration of E-
Pustakalaya within the classroom activities along with  
other educational tools and resources.

Exploring digital library

Enthusiastic participants in  E-Pustakalaya and  Computer 
networking  training

We are happy to inform that the content-rich E-Pus-
takalaya is  becoming accessible to more and more 
people. Recently, a team of four from OLE installed 
E-Pustakalaya in three new schools and provided 
support to the eight schools with prior installations 
in Kavre district from 16 to 22 September 2014. The 
team installed E-Pustakalaya servers along with the 
necessary equipments at Dedithumka Lower Second-
ary, Radhakrishna Ghanashyam Lower Secondary and 
Chandeni Secondary Schools, and provided support 
to schools where the digital library program was de-
ployed in March. The schools have been maximizing 
the use of the offline E-Pustakalaya despite frequent 
load-shedding. Despite these odds, teachers are play-

ing a commendable role in taking forward the program 
at their schools and helping students capitalize on the 
new learning opportunities.

Expanding our reach!

A member of OLE team facilitating E-Pustakalaya training for teachers in Kavre

We believe that outreach initiative like 
this will educate many other enthusiastic 
people coming from different backgrounds 
to further edify those in need.



A E-Pustakalaya training program was conducted for 
teachers in Gorkha district in partnership with our 
local partner, the Gorkha Foundation, and with sup-
port from the Maitri Foundation. A total of 60 teachers 
from seventeen schools where the E-Pustakalaya serv-
ers have been installed participated in the six-day pro-
gram conducted in Janata Higher Secondary School 

OLE team deployed ten XO laptops along with the 
E-Pustakalaya offline server at Arun Jyoti Primary 
School in Pokhara, Kaski. It was accomplished in part-
nership with Ria’s Reading Room, a children’s library 
at the school. The deployment of laptops was followed 
by a five-day intensive training on laptop-integrated 
teaching and learning for eight participants from 5 
September to 9 September 2014.

Our team of two spent more time in the initial in-
troduction to the E-Paati laptops as the participants 
lacked prior experience in using computers. They were 
trained on different activities of the laptops focusing 
more on E-Paath and E-Pustakalaya. The teachers 
were also provided with basic technical and trouble-

in Ampipal from 1 to 6 September 2014. It was jointly 
facilitated by trainers and technical staff from OLE Ne-
pal.

Schools with newly installed E-Pustakalaya required 
an in-depth training for teachers for its smooth usage. 
This training provided technical support such as lab set 
up, practical sessions for computer networking, gen-
eral troubleshooting and identification of other com-
puter related problems. The training also introduced 
E-Pustakalaya along with its searching and download-
ing functions. Moreover, it provided teachers with the 
hands-on practice in using Pustakalaya that could be 
properly used within the classroom activities for edu-
cational development of the students. 

shooting guidelines to properly maintain the laptops. 
Few interested students were also provided with the 
short demonstration of E-Paath. 

OLE team member facilitating  teacher training in Gorkha

XO laptop brings smile in students from Arun Jyoti School in Kaski Teachers exploring digital contents

“I found some agriculture related videos in the 
E-Pustakalaya. I think they will be of great use 

for the people in the community as well.”
Mr. Krishna Raj Neupane, SMC Chairperson:

Teachers and Students exploring E-Paath in their XO laptops

“We could have gotten more marks in the 
exams if we had these digital materials 

during our school life.”
Mr. Rajendra Poudel, Teacher

“Now, it is our responsibility to make the 
children familiar with the tools and let 

them learn more through it by any means.”
Mr. Chandra Bahadur Adhikari, Principal



New schools to enjoy our digital contents soon !

Selected schools are:

As part of OLE Nepal’s campaign to expand access to 
quality learning in remote far western region, students 
in thirteen additional schools in Bajhang will soon  en-
joy learning using laptops and our digital contents. Two 
teams from OLE Nepal were accompanied by officials 
from Bajhang District Education Office and Food for 
Education program on a survey visit to seventeen poten-
tial schools identified for the new phase. All the schools 
are part of the School Meals Program run by the UN 
World Food Programme in partnership with the Minis-
try of Education. The visiting team surveyed the schools, 
and held discussions with teachers, parents and commu-
nity members to help identify schools that match the se-
lection criteria. After the survey visit that was conducted 

from July 28 to August 5, 2014, the DEO recommended 
thirteen schools that were later approved by the Depart-
ment of Education. 

The schools were selected on the basis of their commit-
ment to provide child-friendly learning opportunities to 
the students. Along with the responsible community, it 
was also equally important for schools to have the ba-
sic infrastructure with which they could carry on the 
program without any tribulations. Another  important 
factor was a dedicated school leadership and a strong 
community support  necessary to  sustain the new  edu-
cational resources and utilize the tools in on a regular 
basis. 

Balbikas Primary School Bhawaneshwori Primary School Bhawani Primary School

Charisaini Primary School Durgadevi Primary School-Thailechaur Janajagriti Primary School

Janchetana Primary School -Deura Janchetana Primary School-Baanj Kalika Primary School

Kedar Namuma Primary School Masata Primary School Saraswati Primary School

We hope this program brings positive changes in students’ performance and 
encourage them to develop good learning habits.



Knowing our authors!
Our team is working hard to bring major advancement 
on E-Pustakalaya. A total of 201 new authors’ profiles 
have been updated recently which has increased the 
total to 354 English authors’ profiles and 16 Nepali au-
thors’ profiles ready in E-Pustakalaya. The main pur-
pose of the profiles is to introduce students to authors 
whose books are featured in our E-Pustakalaya. 

Know whom you are reading, http://pustakalaya.org/
authors.php

We are also determined to add 500 new titles in E-Pus-
takalaya by the end of December 2014, which will be a 
huge achievement. For this, E-Pustakalaya team is ac-
tively engaged in digitizing the Nepali literature books 
and collecting diverse open educational resources.

More books with voices:  We 
are excited to inform that we 
have now added 15 new au-
diobooks in our pustakalaya, 
resulting in grand total of 65 
audiobooks in E- pustakalaya.

Listen them here http://pus-
takalaya.org/audio.php

For kids: We are updating our 
E-learning for kids activities in 
the Pustakalaya, as we now have 
the updated version of its offline 
content received in August 2014. 
It contains additional and up-
dated versions of the activities under the seven topics; 
maths, science, environmental skills, computer skills, 
health, language arts and life skills. You can explore 
them http://pustakalaya.org/elkids.php

What’s new in E-Pustakalaya!

The following top 5 books have an unbeatable download score till date:

Read our new books available now in E-Pustakalaya: http://pustakalaya.org

Titles Author File Downloaded

English Series 6 : Reading IV National Center for Educational  
[SLC Support Materials 2068] Development (NCED) 79460 

g]kfnL a[xt\ zAbsf]if g]kfn k|1f–k|lti7fg 62166  
-;+zf]lwt / kl/jlwt{ ;ftf}F ;+:s/0f_

k+rtGqsyf;+U/x M Stories from Panchatantra Extracted from Panchatantra 54208 
[Sanskrit–English]

Functions of Organs of Speech National Centre for Educational  46871 
[Lesson Plan Example] Development (NCED)

Little House on the Prairie Laura Ingalls Wilder 25268



OLE Nepal’s Rabi Karmacharya was invited as a pan-
elist for a Day of General Discussion on “Digital media 
and children’s rights” organized by the UN Commit-
tee on the Rights of the Child on Friday 12 Septem-
ber 2014 during the 67th session of the Committee in 
Geneva, Palais de Nations. The overall objective of the 
discussion was to better understand the effects of chil-
dren’s engagement with social media and ICT, and 
how to maximize the opportunities while protecting 
them from risks and possible harm posed by digital 
media and the Internet. Participants of the meeting 
included members of the Committee, representatives 
from United Nations agencies and funds, non-gov-
ernmental organizations and independent experts. 

Mr. Karmacharya was part of a panel of experts that 
deliberated over children’s equal and safe access to 
digital media and ICT. His presentation highlighted 
the challenges in mitigating risks of digital media 
and the internet in Nepal’s context. He emphasized 
the need to take a two-pronged approach that com-
bines technological measures with awareness cam-
paigns to ensure that digital media is used effectively 

to empower and educate children while protecting 
them from the potential dangers. Other experts in-
cluded Ms. Roxana Widmer-Iliescu of International 
Telecommunications Union, Mr. John Carr of ECPAT 
International, and Dr. Juan Cruz Gonzalez-Allonca of 
Argentina’s Ministry of Justice and Human Rights. 

OLE Nepal at events
Panel discussion on Digital Media and Children’s Rights

Running in support of education

At the invitation of our longstanding partner the UN 
World Food Programme (WFP), five from OLE Nepal 
participated in the 8th Kathmandu Marathon held on 
20 September 2014. Manish Jung Thapa, Sofila Vaidya, 
Roshan Poudyal, Bishnu Bidari and Sawal Acharya ran 

the 5 km distance while Rabi Karmacharya ran the half 
marathon to show their support for the “Education” 
theme picked by WFP. With the participation of almost 
4,500 supporters, it was a huge success.

Members from OLE Nepal participated in the 8th Kathmandu Marathon

Panel discussion on Digital Media and Children’s Rights 
during the 67th session in Geneva



OLE Nepal Team is growing!
Deepak Shrestha has joined OLE Nepal to help develop appropriate monitoring and evalua-
tion strategy for our technology-integrated  teaching-learning program. Deepak brings a long  
experience in the development sector, specifically in social mobilization, monitoring, training 
and capacity building. He will also play a key role in  revising  and delivering our teacher train-
ing programs. Prior to joining OLE Nepal, he had held positions as program manager, area 
program coordinator and trainer for various national organizations. Deepak holds M.A. in 
Sociology and B.Sc in Physics and Math from Tribhuvan University. 

Bishnu Bidari has joined OLE Nepal to assist with the managing and maintaining of the office 
network and the deployment of E-Pustakalaya and laptops in schools. He previously worked 
as a Software Engineer at Bajra Technologies Pvt. Ltd., and is also a member of College Level 
Tech Group named “OSAC.” He is driven by the motivation to work for the local community 
and help people in need. Bishnu holds a B.Sc in Computer Science and Information Technol-
ogy  from Amrit Science College.

Shishir Panday has joined OLE Nepal as Program Associate. His primary areas of work 
connect him with both communication & outreach team as well as training, monitoring 
and evaluation team. He will be helping in organizing communication and outreach strat-
egies for the organization. His past experience of working with a non profit organization 
has empowered him to contribute towards the education of students from poor socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds. As a trained teacher, Shishir believes that investment in education is 
one of the best ways for sustainable development. He holds Bachelors in Education degree 
from Tribhuvan University  and currently is in the process of writing his thesis for Master’s 
degree in Education from the same.

Sofila Vaidya has joined OLE Nepal to undertake communication activities of the organiza-
tion. As a communication and outreach officer, Sofila will take on public relations and grant 
making activities with the ultimate goal to promote the objectives of the organization. She will 
be actively involved in implementing various media strategies to highlight the activities con-
ducted within the organization. She previously worked as an external relations associate at the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Damak, Jhapa and Kathmandu. She holds 
a Bachelor in Communication from Rider University in New Jersey, USA, and has recently 
completed her M.A. in Communication from the University of Westminster in London.

Dovan Rai, recently joined OLE Nepal  to assist the content development team with the de-
sign and review of the digital activities. A PhD student in Computer Science at the Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, USA, Dovan brings  a wide range of experience in graphic design and 
software programming along with that of an instructor and research assistant. At OLE Nepal, 
she hopes to channel her passion and creativity to improve educational materials available in 
Nepal’s public schools. Dovan holds M.A in Sociology and B.E. in Electronics and Communi-
cation Engineering. As part of her doctoral research, she is integrating educational games and 
intelligent tutoring system to create engaging and effective learning systems.

Peter Kayastha, a talented young boy with a diverse experience in various leadership and vol-
unteer programs has joined OLE Nepal as an intern, assisting in E-Pustakalaya and XO laptop 
setup. With the primary role of editing and scanning books, creating photo essays and NEXO 
installation, Peter aims to contribute what he has learned from his past experiences including 
organizational skills, towards the growth of OLE. Peter is a high school graduate from Nobel 
Academy Higher Secondary School who majored in Biology.



Wishing them all the best in life!

After serving 
five solid years 
as OLE Nepal’s 
trusted pro-
gram manager, 

Subir Pradhanang will be mov-
ing to Australia at the end of this 
year. Subir played an instrumental 
role in establishing OLE Nepal’s 
programs in schools across the 
country. His strong background 
in engineering and technology, 
along with his organizational 
skills and managing abilities, 
formed the right combination 
needed for our programs. He is 
well known among his coworkers 
for his dedication and commit-
ment, and his conscientious style 
of management. His commitment 
to improve Nepal’s education es-
pecially for children in the rural 
areas was evident the dedication 
he showed throughout his time at 
the organization. 

Sunil Pokhrel: 
joined OLE 
Nepal as a cur-
riculum ex-
pert almost six 

years ago, but it did not take him 
long to start making invaluable 
contributions towards the design 
and implementation of the organ-
ization’s program to mainstream 
digital learning in Nepal’s educa-
tion system. He made significant 
contributions to the development 
of ICT-based pedagogical prac-
tices and training programs, and 
he traveled far and wide to con-
duct training programs. His past 
teaching experiences enabled him 
to bring interesting insights and 
inspire many teachers across the 
country. Sunil was also involved 
in conceptualizing interactive 
digital learning materials, work-
ing closely with OLE curriculum 
experts and the Ministry of Edu-
cation’s Curriculum Development 
Center. 

Sarina Piya:
 made signifi-
cant impact on 
OLE Nepal’s 
monitoring and 

outreach activities despite the 
relatively short two years that she 
spent with the organization. Her 
rich experiences in government, 
non-profit and private sectors in 
Nepal as well as in the U.S. con-
tributed immensely in her abil-
ity to structure and implement 
outreach strategies. Her positive 
outlook and communicating abil-
ities have certainly impacted the 
organization’s goals. Always ready 
to take up new challenges, and to 
travel to any program schools, she 
was known in the organization 
for her versatility and dedication. 
In addition to her duties as moni-
toring and outreach activities, she 
managed OLE Nepal’s volunteer 
program whereby she inspired 
many young volunteers and in-
terns to push their own limits. 

OLE Nepal is looking forward to various activities for 
the months of October through December. There are 
numerous tasks lined up in our plans which include 
deployment of laptops, refresher training, support visit 
and new school orientation programs. Our teams will 
be travelling to different schools in various districts. 

The main event will be the deployment of laptop pro-
gram in thirteen new schools in Bajhang. The total of 
330 new laptops for schools will be arriving in Nepal in 
November. Our team will be busy testing and prepar-
ing the laptops, as well as other equipments needed for 
the schools. The schools will be fitted with solar energy 
system, and the project will be launched in December 

with the initial seven-day training for teachers from all 
thirteen schools in Bajhang. 

Refreshers training will be held for teachers from pro-
gram schools in four districts: Banke, Baglung, Ba-
jhang and Solukhumbu. Along with refresher training, 
monitoring and support visits will also be conducted in 
Solukhumbu. In Bajhang, refresher training will be ac-
companied by new school orientation program for thir-
teen schools. Likewise, teachers from eleven schools in 
Kavre will be trained on the use of E-Pustakalaya.

We will be sharing more on how the activities went in 
our next edition of newsletter.

What are we planning!

Sawal Acharya is also our new intern who will be assisting in areas of E-Pustakalaya as well as 
deployment of laptops in various schools. He will specifically focus in providing technical and 
logistic support to schools. As a volunteer for Society for Open Nepal which focuses computer 
donation and digital library programs, he understands the amalgamated value of education 
and technology. Sawal completed his Cambridge A-level from Budhanilkantha School and is 
looking to garner his abilities before starting his undergraduate.



Wishing you a very happy and enlightened Dipawali 

- OLE Nepal Family

Please visit our website www.olenepal.org for more information on our campaign 
Explore our  digital library for educational resources and more at www.pustakalaya.org

Help us improve access 
to quality education

Donate


